
 
 

  
MISSION & HISTORY 

 

 
Mission 

The mission of St. Michael the Archangel Roman Catholic Elementary School is to promote 

Catholic education geared to the development of all dimensions of the student: spiritual, 

educational, emotional, physical and cognitive. Both parish and school work together,  

with the parents, to prepare the youth of today to become strong witnesses of Jesus Christ  

and participants in our Catholic faith.  
 

Tag Line 

Challenging Academics, Strong Faith Values and Generous Service  
 

Belief Statements 

As a community of educators: 

 We believe in the value and dignity of each person. 

 We believe that teaching is a noble profession. 

 We believe faculty, staff and parents guide students to an awareness of their relationships 

with God and others. 

 We believe that the knowledge of religious truth and values is necessary to respond to the 

Church’s call to meet local, national and global needs. 

 We believe parents are the primary educators of their children. 

 We believe that the school, in partnership with parents, promotes students’ development. 

 We believe a nurturing and safe environment is essential for learning. 

 We believe in encouraging critical thinking, leadership and civility, by providing learning 

opportunities that meet the needs of the developing person. 
 

History 

In 1926, St. Michael the Archangel School began in the basement of St. Michael the Archangel 

Church, now known as the Marian Chapel. With the Ursuline nuns at the helm, the school 

flourished. Following the Ursuline nuns, The Daughters of Charity took over the staffing of the 

school in 1952. The school continued to grow and needed to be expanded to add a third floor to 

the main building in 1953. Despite this addition, even more school space was needed. In January 

of 1959, ground was broken for St. Catherine Labouré Hall. Labouré Hall, as it became known, 

was opened for the beginning of the 1959 school year. Named for St. Catherine Labouré who 

was a prominent sister in the Daughters of Charity order, her statue proudly stands at the 

entrance of the building. This building currently holds our PreSchool and Kindergarten classes 

which are growing by leaps and bounds. The Daughters of Charity staffed the school for forty 

years until 1992 when lay Principal Patricia Kelly came on board. Continuing to provide students 

with challenging academics, strong Catholic traditions and values, and generous service to our 

neighbors in the community, our school carries on its mission of excellence. For 90 years,  

St. Michael the Archangel School remains a cornerstone in the Overlea community.  
 

Fully accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, under the direction of 

Principal Paul Kristoff, St. Michael’s School currently serves over 220 students in the part-time 

Preschool 3 & 4 as well as full-time Pre-K 3 thru grade 8.  


